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U.N. ARREARS PACKAGE 

∑ Mr. GRAMS. Mr. President, I have 
come to the floor today to call on Con-
gress and the President to make sure 
the UN reform package is signed into 
law before we recess. As Chairman of 
the International Operations Sub-
committee, I have worked hard to help 
forge a solid bipartisan United Nations 
reform package. 

Our message in crafting this legisla-
tion is simple and straightforward. The 
U.S. can help make the United Nations 
a more effective, more efficient and fi-
nancially sounder organization, but 
only if the U.N. and other member 
states, in return, are willing to finally 
become accountable to the American 
taxpayers.

The reforms proposed by the United 
States are critical to ensure the United 
Nations is effective and relevant. Am-
bassador Holbrooke has been pushing 
other member states to accept the re-
forms in this package in return for the 
payment of arrears. He has succeeded 
beyond all reasonable expectations, by 
gaining our seat back on the budget 
oversight committee—the ACABQ. But 
he needs this bill signed into law in 
order to convince the UN that reform 
will bring certain rewards. 

But passing this UN package is not 
just about a series of reforms for the 
future. It impacts directly on the abil-
ity of the US mission to achieve our 
goals at the United Nations right now. 
The US does not owe most of these ar-
rears to the UN. It owes them to our al-
lies, like Britain and France, for reim-
bursement for peacekeeping expenses. 
And our arrears are being used as a 
convenient excuse to dismiss US con-
cerns on matters of policy. Depriving 
the US government the ability to use 
these funds as leverage is irresponsible; 
after all, our diplomats need ‘‘carrots’’ 
as well as reasonable ‘‘sticks’’ to 
achieve our foreign policy goals. 

Unfortunately, the Clinton Adminis-
tration and my colleagues in the House 
of Representatives are jeopardizing the 
payment of our arrears over a policy 
that I call ‘‘Mexico City lite.’’ While I 
support the proposal to prohibit US 
government grant recipients from lob-
bying foreign governments to change 
their abortion laws, I do not believe it 
should be linked to the payment of our 
UN arrears. If these unrelated issues 
continue to be tied, then there is a 
good chance neither proposal will be 
enacted.

I am hopeful that my colleagues in 
the House and the Administration will 
see the wisdom of adopting measures 
that will enhance America’s ability to 
exert leadership in the international 
arena with the revitalization of the 
UN. The State Department Authoriza-
tion bill should be allowed to pass or 
fail on its own merit—not on the mer-
its of the Mexico City lite policy. This 
agreement is in America’s best inter-
est, and the best interest of the entire 
international community.∑

MAYOR JOE SERNA 

∑ Mrs. BOXER. Mr. President, a great 
American died this past weekend: 
Mayor Joe Serna Jr. of Sacramento, 
California. Mayor Serna was much be-
loved by his constituents, family, and 
friends. We will all miss him terribly. 

Joe Serna and I became friends while 
working closely together on gun con-
trol, education, and other issues of mu-
tual concern. He was a man of great vi-
sion, courage, energy, warmth, and 
humor.

He was also a living embodiment of 
the American Dream: a first-genera-
tion American who helped to reshape 
the capital of our Nation’s largest 
state.

Joe Serna Jr. was born in 1939, the 
son of Mexican immigrants. As the old-
est of four children, Joe grew up in a 
bunkhouse and worked with his family 
in the beet fields around Lodi. 

Joe never forgot his roots. After at-
tending Sacramento City College and 
graduating from California State Uni-
versity, Sacramento, he served in the 
Peace Corps and went to work for the 
United Farm Workers, where Cesar 
Chavez became his mentor and role 
model.

In 1969, Joe managed the successful 
campaign of Manuel Ferrales for the 
Sacramento City Council. After serving 
on the city’s redevelopment agency in 
the 1970s, Joe was elected to the Coun-
cil himself in 1981. He was elected 
mayor in 1992 and re-elected in 1996, 
winning both races by wide margins. 
Throughout his terms in office, he con-
tinued to work as a professor of gov-
ernment and ethnic studies at his alma 
mater, Cal State Sacramento. 

Mayor Serna virtually rebuilt the 
city of Sacramento. He forged public-
private partnerships to redevelop the 
downtown, revitalize the neighbor-
hoods, and reform the public school 
system. He presided over an urban ren-
aissance that transformed Sacramento 
into a dynamic modern metropolis. 

Joe Serna died as he lived: with great 
strength and dignity. Last month, as 
he publicly discussed his impending 
death from cancer, he said, ‘‘I was sup-
posed to live and die as a farmworker, 
not as a mayor and a college professor. 
I have everything to be thankful for. I 
have the people to thank for allowing 
me to be their mayor. I have society to 
thank for the opportunity it has given 
me.’’

Mr. President, it is we who are 
thankful today for having had such a 
man serve the people of California.∑

f 

CIVIL RIGHTS LEADER DAISY 
BATES

∑ Mr. HUTCHINSON. Mr. President, I 
rise today before the Senate to praise 
one of the true heroes of the civil 
rights movement, Daisy Bates. In her 
death yesterday at age 84, America has 
lost one of the most courageous advo-

cates for justice and equality between 
races.

Daisy Bates’ life was one of convic-
tion and resolve. Her character was a 
model of grace and dignity. 

Mrs. Bates was born in 1914, the small 
town of Huttig, Arkansas in the south-
ern part of the state. Her life was 
touched by the violence of racial ha-
tred at a young age, when her mother 
was killed while resisting the advances 
of three white men. Her father left 
soon thereafter, and Daisy was raised 
by friends of her family. 

Daisy moved to Little rock and mar-
ried L.C. Bates, a former newspaper-
man, in 1942. For eighteen years, the 
two published the Arkansas State 
Press, the largest black newspaper in 
the state. The Arkansas State Press 
was an influential voice in the state of 
Arkansas which played a key role in 
the civil rights movement. Daisy and 
L.C. used the State Press to focus at-
tention on issues of inequity in the 
criminal justice system, police bru-
tality and segregation. 

In 1952, Daisy was elected president 
of the state chapter of the National As-
sociation for the Advancement of Col-
ored People. It was from this position 
that she was thrust into the national 
spotlight, as a leader during the crisis 
of Central High School in 1957, when 
black students attempting to enter the 
school were blocked by rioters and the 
National Guard. 

Throughout the crisis, the Little 
Rock Nine would gather in her tiny 
home before and after school to 
strategize about their survival. It was 
her home from which the Little Rock 
Nine were picked up from every morn-
ing by federal troops to take them to 
Central High, to face the rioters and 
the hatred. It was her home that was 
attacked by the segregationists. 

Even after the Little Rock Nine fi-
nally received federal protection to at-
tend Central High, Daisy Bates contin-
ued to face violence and harassment. 
Threats were made against her life. 
Bombs made of dynamite were thrown 
at her house. KKK crosses were burned 
on her lawn. On two separate occa-
sions, her house was set on fire and all 
the glass in the front of the house was 
broken out. 

It’s hard to imagine how difficult it 
must have been for Daisy Bates to con-
tinue pursuing her convictions under 
such circumstances, but her persever-
ance is true testament to the strength 
of her character. Despite the violence, 
harassment and intimidation, Daisy 
Bates would not be deterred. She spent 
several more decades actively advanc-
ing the cause of civil rights, and helped 
the town of Mitchellville, Arkansas to 
elect its first black mayor and city 
council.

I am saddened that Mrs. Bates will 
not be on hand next week when the 
Little Rock Nine is presented the Con-
gressional Medal of Honor. That honor 

VerDate jul 14 2003 13:47 Jul 12, 2004 Jkt 029102 PO 00000 Frm 00078 Fmt 0686 Sfmt 0634 E:\BR99\S08NO9.002 S08NO9


		Superintendent of Documents
	2016-07-05T17:17:28-0400
	US GPO, Washington, DC 20401
	Superintendent of Documents
	GPO attests that this document has not been altered since it was disseminated by GPO




